
7th grade Social Studies Lesson Plan        Mehgan Clavier 

 
 Unit 2:Governing A New Nation Topic 3: The Federal System                                 S.P. Arnett Middle School  
 

Standards:  
7.2.3 Evaluate the development of the United States government from the First Continental Congress through the ratification of the United States Constitution 
7.1.5 Analyze primary and secondary sources to answer questions related to United States history  
7.8.4 Evaluate the principles of government embodied in the United States Constitution 
7.8.5 Describe the structure and powers of the three branches of the federal government 
7.10.1 Describe the influences on and the development and expansion of individual rights and freedoms 
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social- studies-resources  
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/grade-7-social- studies---companion-document.pdf?sfvrsn=89f2911f_8  
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Assessments**: RAPCC, Quick Writes, Unit 2.2 Quiz 
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Fundamental Five Codes 
FL  

Frame the Lesson 
PZ  

Power Zone 

RR  
Recognize & Reinforce 

FSP Frequent, Small group, Purposeful talk 

WC  
Write Critically 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Fundamental Five 

Unit 2:Governing A New Nation  
 

Topic Two: Creating the Constitution 
 

 

Unit 2, Topic 3: The Federal System 
CONSTITUTION DAY (aka students get their Constitution) Allow 1 day to label 

 

Day 1-2: The U.S. Constitution Students get their pocket Constitutions! We label them 

We will Students examine and analyze the federal system of government created at the Constitutional Convention. 
I will analyze the Constitution of the United States using a pocket Constitution and Scavenger Hunt WebQuest 

 

1. Bell Ringer 

2. Students will continue to work on their Constitutionan Scavenger Hunt in Canvas- Students will get half the class  

3. Worksheet pg 199-202 Provide students with access to Constitution of the United States and the Outlining the 

Constitution graphic organizer*.  

4. Assign each group key excerpts from one of the following articles from the Constitution to examine*: (Day 2) 

a. Article I 

               b. Article II  

               c. Article III  

               d. Article IV  

                e. Article V; Article VI; & Article VII 

5. Students will work with their partners, highlighting or writing down the main ideas from the text 

6. Closure 

               a.  What is the source of power in our governmental system? 

               b. How many branches of government did the Constitution create, what are they? 

               c. What is Article 1 about? 



 

Day 3-4: 7 Principles 
We Will Evaluate the principles of government embodied in the United States Constitution  Students examine and analyze the federal system 

of government created at the Constitutional Convention. 
I Will identify the 7 Principles of Government and determine how they are applied in the Constitution and everyday life. 

 

1. Bell Ringer: Pear Deck Student-Paced 

a. What would society look like without any form of government? b. Why is government necessary? Why is government 

necessary? Why do we have laws? What might our society look like if we did not have a govt or laws?  

b. Articles of Confederation were ineffective in dealing with the internal and external problems of the young nation. 

The founders called for a Constitutional Convention to address the economic problems in the United States. 

However, during the Constitutional Convention the founders threw out the Articles of Confederation and formed a 

completely new government for the United States because the founders valued both liberty and individual rights. 

When creating the new constitution, the founders envisioned a strong central government that could protect 

citizens and allow for growth and prosperity. In order to protect citizens and defend the country, the founders 

created a federal system of government, which divided power between the federal government and the states. 

During this instructional task you will learn about how the federal system works, the powers and responsibilities 

of the United States government, and how the government operates. In addition, you will examine the debate 

between Federalists and Antifederalists over creating a new constitution  

 

2. I write democracy on the board. Ask students to define democracy and provide any examples they know. 
Democracy - government by the people; a form of government in which the supreme  power is vested in the 

people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system. 

3. Engage students in a full class discussion on why it is important for a government to be elected by the 
people. 

4. Provide students with access to Creating the Constitution and the Seven Constitutional Principles graphic 

organizer. Lecture and Notes pg 180 ****Make worksheet pg 188 

5. Closure- What are the 7 Pinciples of the Constitution  

6. Closure #2- Group Closure Activity (10mins) 
 

Day 5: Separation of Powers 
We will Evaluate the principles of government embodied in the United States Constitution 

I will identify responsibilities and functions of the three branches of government using Articles I-III in the Constitution 

 

1. Bell Ringer- Discussion-Encourage students to make a list of reasons why the founders wanted to separate the 

powers of government between three different branches. Explain that the U.S. Constitution grants specific 

powers to each branch of government. More commonly known as “separation of powers,” the distinct powers of 

each branch make it harder for the government to abuse its power.   

2. Provide students with access to Articles I-III of the Constitution of the United States and a blank copy of the 

Separation of Powers graphic organizer pg 181. 

3. . Instruct students to read Articles I-III from Constitution of the United States with their partner. Encourage 

students to underline, highlight or write down the powers each branch of government is assigned by the 

Constitution. Remind students to use text evidence for supporting details. Provide students with a reasonable 

amount of time to read their assigned text and complete the Separation of Powers graphic organizer 

4. Exit Ticket - a. Why did the Founding Fathers give each branch of government different powers? b. Who is 

responsible for dealing with foreign nations? c. Which branch of government do you think has the most power? 

Explain your answer using evidence from the text. d. Which branch of government do you think has the leas t 

amount of power? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.  

 


